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of the sale of lands in the province of Maine and from the
state's claims against the Federal Government for military
services. By this act the income was distributed only to
those towns which were willing to raise one dollar of taxa-
tion for every child of school age (four to sixteen years)
and to make the returns required by the state. Public
education thereby took a long step forward. But his
greatest and most fruitful victory was won in 1837 when
he managed to procure the passage of the bill for a State
Board of Education, after it had been once defeated, by
inducing the house to discuss it in " committee of the
whole."
horace mann, the educational statesman
Mann as secretary of the Massachusetts Board. — By
reason of his merits as an educator, his persistent efforts
in behalf of educational reform, and his championship of
this particular bill, it was assumed by most teachers that
Carter would be appointed secretary of the new board*
To their surprise, a lawyer named Horace Mann (1796-*
1859), at that time president of the senate, was selected for
the post, and the choice is now known to have been most
fortunate. By both impulse and training Mann (Fig. 56)
was suffused with an interest in humanity and all phases
of philanthropy and education. He possessed a happy
combination of lofty ideals, intelligence, courage, en-
thusiasm, and legislative experience, which equipped
him admirably for leadership. Indeed it was his peculiar
fitness that led to the selection. The law proposed for the
new Board of Education numerous duties in the way of
collecting and spreading information concerning the com-
mon schools and of making suggestions for the improve-
ment and extension of public education, but it provided no

